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Thanks:

I want to thank you for this opportunity to talk with you this about forgiveness and unforgiveness.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, I worship and praise You.

I cover myself with the blood of Jesus Christ and claim the protection of the blood for all of us assembled here today.

We surrender ourselves completely in every area of our lives to You.

I take a stand against all the workings of the Devil that would try and hinder us from best serving You.

I address myself only to the True and Living God, Who has all power and control over everything.

Satan, I command you and all your demon forces of darkness in the Name of Jesus Christ to leave our presence!

I bring the blood of Jesus Christ between the Devil and us right now.

I declare, therefore, that Satan and his wicked spirits are subject to me in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I destroy and tear down all strongholds of Satan and smash the plans that Satan has tried or is trying to form against us today.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be holy and acceptable in thy sight. Oh Lord my strength and redeemer.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen!

Luke 7:36-48:

36:	One of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 
37:	And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment. 
38:	And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.
39:	Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.
40:	And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.
41:	There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.
42:	And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?
43:	Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.
44:	And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for me feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.
45:	Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.
46:	My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.
47:	Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
48:	And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

Forgiveness

I can identify with this woman because my sins were many.

On January 21, 1987, a coworker and I went out drinking. We played pool for a while and then went to another bar.  We drank there for a while. Eventually, he wanted to go home and asked me if I wanted a ride home.

I told him that I was supposed to go to a guy’s place to pick up the money that he owed me. Therefore, I stayed at the bar and spent all the money that I had with me. I then went to this guy’s place and knocked on the door but no one answered.

As I stood there in front of his apartment door, I began thinking about all the excuses he’d been giving me every time I saw him as to why he was not able to pay me.  

His excuses went on for months.  As I stood there thinking about all his excuses he’d been telling me, I became very angry. The longer I stood there, the angrier I became because he kept ducking me for so long about paying me my money.  

I turned around, proceeded to leave, and ended up tripping over a rug that was in the hallway.  This really ticked me off even more.  So I picked up this rug, pulled out my lighter, and set the corner of it on fire then threw it in the corner.

I thought that it would go out and this guy would see it when he got home and it would scare him into paying me. I honestly did not believe it would keep on burning.  I left and walked home.

My clock radio woke me up as it normally did every morning and the first thing I heard was the building had burned.  The radio also said that one elderly man died in the fire and that another elderly man was rescued by firefighters and transported to the burn unit in Pittsburgh with 2nd and 3rd degree burns on over 66% of his body.

As I sat there listening to what happened, my heart felt like it was crushed and I began to weep. I did not know what I was going to do.  I truly felt that my life was over.

Eventually, the second elderly man died because of what I did.

After finding out who these two men were and continuously thinking about how they died as a result of what I did, I began drinking heavily to try and drown the pain and guilt I felt.

Nothing helped.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I was eventually arrested and placed in the county prison.  I was there about 2 months when someone came to me and asked me if I wanted to go to Bible Study.  I said sure why not there’s nothing else to do. 

During the Bible Study, the Pastor was going over verses from the Bible that showed me that the wages of my sin is death and that I have sinned and fallen short of Gods glory.  

After hearing this, I realized that I had sinned against God and I was condemned and on my way to hell.  

However, the Pastor of that Bible study also showed me verses that God loved me so much that He sent His only begotten Son into the world to die for me, to pay the penalty for my sin, and offer me unconditional forgiveness.

As God softened my heart, I confessed with my mouth and believed in my heart that Jesus Christ died for me to pay the penalty for all my sins and wanted to forgive me and I accepted His free gift of eternal life.

I began reading and studying God’s word.

Eventually I was found guilty of 2 counts of second degree murder and sentenced to 2 natural life sentences.
 
Those early days when I first went to State prison were terrifying.  

Without the encouragement and perspective of God’s Word and learning the Scriptures while in the County Jail, I honestly don't believe I would have survived in State Prison.

One particular verse is Lamentations 3 is verses 31 and 32:

"For the LORD will not cast off forever, though he causes grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies."

This verse was like a light at the end of a tunnel for me.  To know in my heart that things would not be like this forever!  

Though God had His hands in my criminal case, He also showed compassion.

By accepting God’s forgiveness, my attitude was changed. 

Instead of having feelings of guilt, bitterness, anger, hating people, God replaced them with forgiveness, love, joy, peace, and compassion.

I began to pray for those people who had testified against me, and I forgave those people who had done me wrong.

I also began to stand on the promises of God and trust in Him completely.

(Mk 11:23 & 24)

“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

(Mat 21:21 & 22)

“Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”

(Mat 17:20)

“…verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”


(Luke 17:6) 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it shall obey you.”

As I continued to mediate on these verses, my faith began to grow.

When I prayed, I believed in my heart that I would not be in prison for the rest of my natural life no matter what anyone said.

As a result, on January 3rd 1990, my case was overturned by the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.

I was able to go back to court, plead guilty to 2 counts of 3rd degree murder, and accept responsibility for what I did.

I received a new prison sentence of 20 to 40 years in exchange for my plea.  I completed 20 years of that sentence in July of 2008 and was paroled.

God helped me through those long nights.  He was there with me during those lonely days of adjusting to my imprisonment.

The 20 years of imprisonment that I completed was still heavy to bear.  But, repeatedly, God in His grace and mercy showed me a passage in His Word just when I felt that I was about to give up or go under.

What mountain or mountains are you facing today?  They might not be the same as the mountain of Life in prison that I was facing but a mountain to each of you nonetheless.

Put your faith and trust in God and you will be able to say unto your mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove, and nothing will be impossible to you.

This passage in Luke 7:36-48 taught me that a person who has been forgiven of much loves much.

The forgiveness I received from God released me from all those feelings of guilt, bitterness, anger, and hatred that I had.

Those feelings were replaced with a love and compassion to help men and woman coming out of prison.  As a result, the Lord has laid it on Lillian and my heart to begin a ministry called Forgiven.

By accepting Christ’s blood sacrifice, my conscience was cleansed setting me free to serve God.  

Eph. 4:32)

“…Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

This verse shows that I received forgiveness and that I must extend that forgiveness that I received to others.  To You.

Jesus offers a total and complete forgiveness to those of you who will place their trust in Him.

The Bible says we are in desperate need of forgiveness and shows that God is loving, merciful and compassionate.

In Jesus Christ, you will receive a forgiveness that awakens your love for God and release you from the burden of past guilt, and help you develop a forgiving attitude towards others as well.

Many of us fail to forgive someone because we wrongly believe forgiveness absolves (frees, clears, releases) the one who has wronged us, or who hurt us, that now whatever was done then is okay, forgiven and forgotten. 
Many of us sense that if we forgive those that have wronged us or hurt us, we then must be willing to put ourselves in a position to be hurt or harmed again.

Forgiveness has little to do with the other person who has harmed you or hurt you.

Forgiveness is a gift that you as the forgiver give to yourself.  

Forgiveness allows you to become free of resentments that you have towards the other person and stops the pain that they have been causing you so you can heal.

Healing is the experience of reclaiming something that has been missing from deep within you.

Healing requires you to find out what is causing all the pain you’re experiencing so it can be treated.

Healing does not mean that you turn away from and erase your past.  Instead, it means that you break the power of your past that is controlling your emotions and responses today.

If you’re holding onto unforgiveness toward someone who has hurt you, harmed you, or done you wrong, you need to stand up and ask the Lord to help you break the power of your past that is controlling your emotions and responses today so the healing can start.

There are many of us here who are willing to pray with you and for you if you are holding onto unforgiveness.  

All you have to do is ask.  The decision is yours.



Prayer:

Heavenly Father, I thank you for allowing me to share what You have laid on my heart about forgiveness and unforgiveness.

Right now I tear down the strongholds of the Devil against our minds and we surrender our minds to You, blessed Holy Spirit.

I affirm, Heavenly Father, that You have not given us the spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Therefore, we resist the spirit of fear in the Name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, and we refuse to be unforgiving towards others, we refuse to doubt, we refuse to fear, we refuse to worry because we have authority over all the power of the enemy; and nothing by any means shall hurt us.

We claim complete and absolute victory over the forces of darkness regarding any unforgiveness in our lives today in the Name of Jesus Christ and we bind the Devil and command him to lose our unforgiving hearts, our peace, our joy, our prosperity, for the glory of God and by faith, I call it done!

I break and smash the strongholds of Satan formed against our emotions today and we give our emotions to You Lord Jesus.

I destroy the strongholds of Satan against our bodies today and we give our bodies to You, Lord Jesus, realizing that we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.

I cover myself with the blood of Jesus Christ and I pray that the Holy Spirit will bring all the work of the crucifixion, all the work of the resurrection, and all the work of the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ into our lives today.

We surrender our lives and our possessions to You, Lord.

We refuse to be unforgiving, we refuse to fear, and we refuse to worry, or be discouraged in the Name of Jesus Christ.

We will not hate, we will not envy, or show any type of bitterness toward our brothers, sisters, or enemies, but we will love them with the love of God that’s shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.

Open our eyes and show us the areas of our lives that do not please You and give us the strength, grace, and wisdom to remove any sin or weight that would prevent our close fellowship.

Work in us to cleanse us from all ground that would give the Devil a foothold against us. 

I claim in every way the victory of the cross over all satanic forces in our lives today.

I pray all this in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ with thanksgiving and I welcome all the Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.

As I said, there are many of us here who are willing to pray with you and for you if you are holding onto unforgiveness.  All you have to do is ask.

The decision is yours.
