


Thanks:

I’d like to thank you for this opportunity to talk with you today about what God has laid on my heart. 

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, I worship and praise You.

I cover myself with the blood of Jesus Christ and claim the protection of His blood for all of us assembled here today.

We surrender ourselves completely in every area of our lives to You.

I take a stand against all the workings of the Devil that would try to hinder us from best serving You.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I address myself only to the True and Living God, Who has all power and control over everything.

Satan, I command you and all your demon forces of darkness in the Name of Jesus Christ to leave our presence!

I bring the blood of Jesus Christ between the Devil and us right now.

I declare, therefore, that Satan and his wicked spirits are subject to me in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I destroy and tear down all strongholds of Satan and smash the plans that Satan has tried or is trying to form against us today.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be holy and acceptable in thy sight.

Oh Lord my strength and redeemer.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen!


Luke 7:36-48:
 
I was born in Indiana, Pa. 

In June of 1974, at age 11, my mother had already gone to work.  I woke up to a morning of cartoons as was my usual thing to do.   

My dad was laying on the floor in a fetal position.  I didn’t think anything of it at the time until I looked but didn’t see any movement through breathing.  I attempted to wake him up but nothing happened.  I tried to roll him over but he was already stiff.

My stepbrother and step sisters came to the funeral.  After the burial, my stepbrother and I were sitting on the front porch when he pulled out what I thought was a cigarette and asked me if I wanted some of it.  I took a few puffs of it.
 
This was not like any ordinary cigarette that I had ever smoked.  It made me feel good.  It took away all the pain and grief that I felt at the time until its affects wore off then I felt just as bad.

Needless to say, I ended up finding where I could get this from and I began smoking it heavily.  It got so bad that I had to beg, borrow and even steal to get more of it so I could get rid of those feelings I had.

My school grades suffered.  I started skipping school.  Drinking.

As a result of this, I went into the military at the age of 17.  I enjoyed the getting in shape aspect of it all.  But it just made me a better drinker.

When I got out of the service I came home and had money to burn.  I ended up meeting a guy and we’d go out drinking and he’d borrow money with the promise of paying it back.  That never happened.

Do you remember the parable in the Bible about the woman who took an alabaster flask of fragrant oil and anointed the feet of Jesus?



Luke 7:36-48:

Its about a Pharisee who asked Christ to come to house and have dinner. So Jesus goes and one of the women stoops down at Jesus' feet.  She begins crying and uses the tears and her hair to wash His feet.

This Pharisee says to himself, if this guy was a prophet, he’d know that what type of women this was that touches him and that she’s a sinner.

So Jesus said unto him, Simon, there was 2 guys who owed the bank money one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. Neither one could pay the banker so he forgave both of them.  Tell me which one loved him most?

Simon said, I guess the one that owed him the most.  Jesus said you have answered correctly.  He turns to the woman and tells Simon, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
And Jesus said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

I can identify with this woman because my sins were many.

On January 21, 1987, a coworker and I went out drinking.

We played pool for a while and then went to another bar.  We drank there for a while.

Eventually, he wanted to go home and asked me if I wanted a ride home.

I told him that I was supposed to meet a guy at his place in a little while to pick up the money that he owed me.

Therefore, I stayed at the bar and spent all the money that I had.
I should have gone home because I ended up committing a terrible crime that night where 2 people died. I found out about their deaths the next day.  As a result, I began to drink heavily.

I was eventually arrested. During the first 2 months that I was there, all I did was lye around in my cell on my bed.

I honestly didn’t believe I could call on the name of God because I thought that I committed the biggest sin against Him because these two men died.  

Even though I believed that I couldn’t call on the name of God, during this time, He showed up any way in the form of another inmate. He came up to me and asked me if I wanted to go to Bible Study.  I said “sure why not, there isn’t anything else to do”.

During that Bible Study, the Pastor showed me verses in God’s word that He loved me so much that He sent His only begotten Son into the world to die for me, in order to pay the penalty for my sin, and that God offered me unconditional forgiveness.

As God softened my heart, I confessed with my mouth and believed in my heart that Jesus Christ died for me to pay the penalty for all my sins and wanted to forgive me.  So, I accepted His free gift of eternal life and received unconditional forgiveness. I began reading and studying God’s word.

I went to trial in January of 1989.  The jury deliberated for 6 hours.  I believe that this was the longest 6 hours in my life.  

They found me guilty of 2 counts of second-degree murder.  As a result, the State of Pennsylvania sentenced me to 2 natural life sentences on March 3, 1989. 

Once I accepted Jesus into his life, God gave me eternal life and He eventually took the 2 naturals away.  I believe that I am a walking miracle because I’m now on the outside testifying of just how much God has changed my life.  By God’s grace and mercy, I am no longer that same person I was, but I am a new creature in Christ, old things are passed away and behold all things are new for me.  Praise God!

This passage in Luke 7:36-48 taught me that a person who has been forgiven of much loves much.

When it finally sunk down deep into my heart that I was completely forgiven, this destroyed the power of sin in my life.

Learning this revelation changed me and transformed my life.  

Jesus said that those who are forgiven of much will love much and those who are forgiven little (actually, these type of people do not exist, because all of us have been forgiven of much!), or should I say, those who think that they have been forgiven little will love little.

The more I realized that I had been forgiven much, actually, of all my sins, the more I began to love.

The forgiveness that I received did not lead me into a life style of sin.  It lead me to a life of glorifying my Lord Jesus.

What do you think the woman’s response would have been after she departed from Jesus?

Do you think she desired to continue living a life of sin?

Or was she, knowing that she had just been forgiven much by God’s grace, strengthened by the Spirit to live a life that brought honor and glory to Jesus?

Come on, folks!  All of us, including me, have been forgiven of much.  

All of us have broken the Ten Commandments many times over.

If you think you have not done so in actions, then you have done so in your heart and mind.

In Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, Jesus said that if you are angry with your brother without a cause, you have committed murder, and if you look at a woman in lust, you have committed adultery with her in you heart.

The forgiveness I received from God released me from all those feelings of guilt, bitterness, anger, and hatred that I had.

By accepting God’s forgiveness, my attitude began to change.  Instead of having feelings of guilt, bitterness, anger, hating people, the Holy Spirit replaced them with forgiveness, love, joy, peace, and compassion.

The Holy Spirit began showing me that I needed to pray for different people.  

The victims family members;
The guy who owed me the money;
The arresting officers;
Those who had testified against me; 
The district attorney who prosecuted me; 
The judge who presided over the trial and my sentencing;
The Superior Court Judges who were reviewing my case on appeal.

As the Spirit continued working in me, I forgave them and everyone who had done me wrong, and for those who had hurt me while growing up.

I began to love these people and I asked the Lord to send people into their lives to talk to them about what Jesus had done for them so that they too would have the opportunity to accept what He had done for them.

The Holy Spirit also began revealing some of Gods promises that I needed to stand on and that I had to trust in Him completely.

Matt 17:20; Luke 17:6: Faith as a grain of mustard seed
Mark 11:23; Matt 21:21-22: Speaking to the mountain

As I continued to mediate on those promises, my faith began to grow.  I also asked the Lord to soften the hearts of the Superior Court judges who were reviewing my case during the appeal process.

When I prayed, I believed in my heart that the Lord would not allow me to be in prison for the rest of my natural life.

No matter what anyone said, I stood on those Scriptures that the Holy Spirit had shown me to meditate on.  As a result, on January 3rd 1990, my case was overturned by the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.

I was able to go back to court, plead guilty to 2 counts of 3rd degree murder, and accept responsibility for what I did.

I received a new prison sentence of 20 to 40 years in exchange for my plea.  

Before I was released from prison God revealed two things to me:

That my long unanswered prayer for a Christian wife was going to be finally answered;

The Lord wanted me to start a ministry to help men coming out of prison.

I made parole July 21 2008 and I was supposed to go straight to my approved home plan.  However, I was sent to a Center in Pittsburgh.  

I was at the center for 1 day and my Case Manager, told me that he didn’t know why I was even there since I had an approved home plan.  

He also told me that I should be there only a couple more days and asked me to be patient.  

I finally was released from the Center in Pittsburgh on August 21, 2008.  I then called Bud to come pick me up.  

He said that he’d be there after work.  At this same time, unbeknownst to me, Lillian is with Charlotte on her way down so she could spend the week in the trailer.

On 21, August 2008, we met and I fell in love with this beautiful woman of God, even though I was so unprepared.  But God knew exactly what He was doing. We were married by Pastor John on November 1, 2009.

I wasn’t looking for a woman, or any woman for that matter.  After all, I had been in prison for 20 years and Jesus was all I needed.  

But, we know that Gods thoughts are above our thoughts and His ways above our ways.  He does more than what we can think or imagine.

Currently, the ministry that the Lord has entrusted Lillian and I with is called Forgiven Ministries.

God has called FORGIVEN to Love and Encourage the Hurting, the Broken, the Forgotten, the Lost, and the Lonely

Forgiven Ministries is an incorporated non-profit Christian Organization formed to provide life-changing opportunities to individuals being released from the Pennsylvania prison systems.

 You might ask where we saw God in all these tragedies. In the beginning I didn’t see Him. It was after I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior that I saw that He was there all the time protecting me to keep Satan from killing me.

By being obedient to God and allowing Him to change my ways, He made a way where there wasn’t one and brought Lillian and I together in order to fulfill the destiny that He has had for us.   

By His grace and mercy, I am able to forgive my family members. God has restored some of those relationships, and is going to restore the ones that have yet to be restored. 

By accepting Christ’s blood sacrifice, my conscience was cleansed setting me free to serve God.

(Eph. 4:32)

“…Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

This verse showed me that since I received God’s forgiveness, I must extend that forgiveness that I received to others.  I must extend that forgiveness that I received to You.

Jesus offers a total and complete forgiveness to those of you who will place their trust in Him.

The Bible says we are in desperate need of forgiveness and shows that God is loving, merciful and compassionate.

In Jesus Christ, you will receive a forgiveness that awakens your love for God and releases you from the burden of past guilt, and helps you develop a forgiving attitude towards others as well.

Many of us fail to forgive someone because we wrongly believe forgiveness absolves (frees, clears, releases) the one who has hurt us, harmed us, or wronged us.

In addition, many of us fail to forgive someone because we wrongly believe that now whatever was done then is okay, forgiven and forgotten.

Many of us sense that if we forgive those that have harmed us, hurt us, or wronged us, we then must be willing to put ourselves in a position to be hurt or harmed again.

On the other hand, many of us often say, “Well, you don’t know what that person did.”

No, I don’t but God does.

God is telling us that forgiveness has little to do with the other person who has harmed you, hurt you, or done you wrong.

Forgiveness is a gift you as the forgiver give to yourself.  

Forgiveness allows you to become free of those resentments that you have towards another person and stops the pain that they have been causing you so you can heal.

Healing is the experience of reclaiming something that has been missing from deep within you.

Healing requires you to find out what is causing all the pain you’re experiencing so it can be treated.

Healing does not mean that you turn away from and erase your past. Instead, it means that you break the power of your past that is controlling your emotions and how you respond to those situations that happen today.

If you’re holding onto unforgiveness toward someone who has hurt you, harmed you, or done you wrong, you need to stand up and ask the Lord to help you break the power of your past that is controlling your emotions and responses today so the healing can start.

I am willing to pray with you and for you if you are holding onto unforgiveness or if you feel you need to be forgiven.  All you have to do is ask.  The decision is yours
Prayer:

Heavenly Father, I thank you for allowing me to share what You have laid on my heart today.

Right now, I tear down the strongholds of the Devil against our minds.

Heavenly Father, You have not given us the spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Therefore, we resist the spirit of fear and we refuse to be unforgiving towards our self, towards others, we refuse to doubt, we refuse to fear, we refuse to worry because we have authority over all the power of the enemy; and nothing by any means shall hurt us.

I claim complete and absolute victory over the forces of darkness regarding any unforgiveness in our lives today in the Name of Jesus Christ.  I bind the Devil and command him to loose each of our unforgiving hearts for the glory of God and by faith, I call it done!

I break and smash the strongholds of Satan formed against our emotions today and I give our emotions to You Lord Jesus.

I destroy the strongholds of Satan against our bodies today because we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.

I cover each of us with the blood of Jesus Christ and ask that you surrender your lives to the Lord.

I ask that you refuse to be unforgiving, that you refuse to fear, and refuse to worry, or be discouraged in the Name of Jesus Christ.

I ask that you not hate, that you will not envy, or show any type of bitterness toward your brothers, sisters, or enemies, but that you will love them with the love of God that’s shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost.

Lord open our eyes and show us the areas of our lives that do not please You and give us the strength, grace, and wisdom to remove any sin or weight that would prevent our close fellowship.  

Work in us to cleanse us from all ground that would give the Devil a foothold against us. 

I claim in every way the victory of the cross over all satanic forces in our lives.

I pray all this in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ with thanksgiving.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.

As I said, we are willing to pray with you and for you if you are holding onto unforgiveness towards other, yourself or if you feel you need to be forgiven.  All you have to do is ask.

The decision is yours.
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