
Forgiven Ministries is a 501(c)3 incorporated Pennsylvania non-profit Christian Organization formed to provide life-changing skills and opportunities to individuals being released from the Pennsylvania prison systems.

	The organization was founded by myself and my wife, Lillian Beatty; who has the practical experience. Lillian is currently working on her bachelor’s degree in psychology in science and Christian counseling.  She is working with a strong board of trustees which will be invaluable for the organization.

	Forgiven has been called to provide a unique type of therapeutic community focused on ministering  love and encouragement to the hurting, the broken, the forgotten, the lost and the lonely who have been released from prison.

	Forgiven believes in a world where all who are at-risk, incarcerated or formerly incarcerated can become positive, contributing members of society.  

Our work will support successful re-entry of formerly incarcerated men and women and promote alternatives to incarceration, thus strengthening the fabric of our communities.

We want to do this by:

	BELIEVING in the power of individuals to change;

	BUILDING LIVES through service programs shaped by the needs and experiences of our clients;

	CHANGING MINDS through education and advocacy that works to rectify unjust and brutal criminal justice policies.

	Forgiven will help to provide a safe, caring, and loving environment for our clients through temporary housing for up to 18 months.  

Forgiven, through its relational healing emphasis, has researched the best practices to promote family reunification and will seek not only to reunite mothers and fathers with their children;  but with their extended families as well, securing as much support for their future success as possible.  

A supportive community is vital for any parolee’s re-entry into a normal or regular lifestyle outside of prison.

	Forgiven will employ house managers and life coaches to provide a structured 18-month program in a family-style residential facility teaching basic life skills, and offering individualized plans to coordinate services with a holistic approach, addressing the physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual and social aspects of each client.

Approach to Empowering Individual.  

	Most of the programs will be designed to develop the client sense of self-sufficiency because research shows that recidivism rates decline when the parolee has a home, employment, education, support, skills, and a nurturing environment etc.

	Forgiven will help to reintegrate their clients back into their communities through adult education, job training, career assessment, and emotional and spiritual enrichment.  


It will be our continued focus to leverage our involvement with several existing connections with other ministries, and we will actively seek to collaborate and tap into programs provided by other networks within our own community.	

	Forgiven will supervise and monitor progress leading to a more independent lifestyle utilizing an approach which is known as a step-down unit where clients require only a moderate amount of supervision.  

	Throughout their stay, clients will be incrementally given more and more responsibilities which simulate the realities of living in an apartment on their own—managing their own household-type bills, before being released back in the community.  

	Acquiring stable housing is a major component for success in their life-style change and we plan to work with existing organizations seeking out those with creative solutions for parolees.   

Once clients have established themselves out in the community Forgiven involvement certainly does not end there. 

We will have an outreach counselor to stop in and check on the clients on a monthly basis for one year.
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RESPONDING TO YOUR ACCUSERS

Imagine that you've been set up.  Framed.  And you know it in your heart.  

You’re about to be accused of some terrible crime you had nothing to do with.  

There are trumped-up charges bouncing around between the State Police and Local Authorities.  

There’s malicious gossip circulating wherever you go.  Everywhere you turn, you hear people whispering about you.

You’re being followed every minute of every day.

What would you say to these people who have said all these terrible awful things about you?

Or let's just say that you're about to go on trial for these charges, of which you already know what kind of sentence you could possibly receive, if you are found guilty.  

The Authorities have changed everything to benefit them, in getting the conviction they so desperately want.  

The Authorities have spread more lies and swayed the opinions of even your best friends.  

People turn just to stare at you like you're some kind of animal.  

You’ve been deserted and are left alone to face these charges, and possibly receive the death penalty.

What words would you have?  

Not only for your accusers, but also for your friends?  

How would you feel and what would you do?

Or let’s say that during your Pretrial Hearings, a big debate or argument is going on inside the Courtroom and the friends that you've been with for years, through thick and thin, turns around and denies that he never knew you.  

Innocent though you may be, he does not want anything to do with you.

What would your attitude be?  

Maybe resentment, or anger, or bitterness?   Maybe, even spiteful revenge?

There are many of us who’ve been in situations just like this.  

Maybe not this dramatic, but similar.

Jesus found Himself in this sort of predicament.  

The very night that He was having dinner with His disciples was the very night the plot to betray Him was revealed.  

He knew that His accuser was right there in the middle of the fellowship.  

He also knew that His critics were trumping up charges against Him.  

He even knew that people would say all sorts of false, slanderous things against Him.  

He even knew that His dearest friends, Peter and John, would abandon Him like some sort of leper.  They were going to desert Him that very night.

What could He say at such a moment?  What would He do?

What is quite interesting to me is that in John 13:4, the Bible says that Jesus got up from the meal, took off His outer garment, wrapped a towel around His waist…and began to wash the disciples' feet.

I find this so fascinating.  Don't you?  

These very disciples He humbled Himself to serve would be the same ones who in just a couple hours would not want to be seen within ten feet of Him.  And He knew it.

But, there’s also something else very amazing to this story.  

Jesus also washed the feet of Judas, and He was perfectly aware of what Judas was up to—his hypocrisy, his evil schemes of betrayal.  

Jesus knew about everything that was going on behind His back.

What would you do if you faced this type of situation?  

*Well, as for me, before coming to the Lord, I know I would grab each one of my accusers and smack the crap out of each one of them and tell them that they wouldn’t get away with it if it was the last thing I’d do.

But once I let Jesus into my heart, I became a new person.  I no longer have the desire to smack my accusers nor do I hate any of them.  

The only thing that I really have done for them is continually pray that God would forgive them for the lies they told the Authorities about me and the evil they had done.  

This also reminds me of what Christ did to Judas.  Jesus reminds us, "For I have given you an example that ye should do as I have done. If ye know these things, happy are ye if you do them" (John 13:15, 17).

I cannot say how this might work itself out in each of your situations.

I cannot tell you the course of action that God might lead you to take.  

But God's word is clear about the attitude of your heart in the face of unfairness and betrayal.  

The Lord tells us that we are to be humble, not angry, and forgiving.

Did you know that unforgiveness hinders your prayer life?

In Mark 11:25-26, the Bible says, “And when you stand praying. Forgive, if you have anything against any: that your Father which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your FATHER which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.”

Can you do it?  Can you wash the feet of those who have betrayed you?  Will you forgive those who have been unfair to you or harmed you?

Can you give loving service to those who have falsely accused you or mistreated you?  Sure you can because whatever the Lord asks you to do, He will empower you to do.  

May the Lord give you grace to respond in love and humility like Jesus.

I am going to close with this thought.  Jesus set us an example to follow.

In 1 Peter 2:23; the Bible says, "Who when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him who judgeth righteously."

You all are probably asking yourself, "How can I possibly follow an example like that?"

The advice is short and to the point.

 In 1 Peter 3:8-9; the Bible says, "Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous; not rending evil for evil, or railing for railing; but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing."
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